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What is the purpose of
recording observations?

Recording observations gives
you information about the
children so that you can make
plans to support their
development in your classroom.




Observing children is the first
step that leads to recording

what you see. After that, you will
be able to use the information
for various purposes.




First, your observation and goal of
the observation should dictate your
record keeping strategies.
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pr 1,

| would observe Bethany in
the art area working on
open-ended art. It also
looks like this is her thira
attempt at her art.
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pr 1,

| may also adapt the art
area in response to this
observation. Perhaps
different materials and
tools would be helpful.




She is adding this observation to her
orevious Nnotes about Bethany and her
development so this observation is not
considered In isolation.,




I hese observations will also help
Bethany's teacher decide wnhat
observations or assessments are
needed next.



Their teacher Is struggling to
understand what causes Shelby's
aggression so she Is observing ner
ocenhavior during outside time.




IN this situation, their teacher is able to
record that Shelby is upset with Amir
because of game of soccer.
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During outside time, Shelby became visibly
upset with Amir when they were playing soccer.
This occurs reqularly during outside time but

not in the classroo




Now. let's qo over
ways to record your
observations.

She seems to be™
interactions during ot
when there is a game involved.




Running Records - Where you record a detailed
narrative account of your observations.

"Bethany held the small paintbrush.
She struggled to use it to scoop the
paint and put it on the paper.
Eventually, she worked through her
challenges and chose a paintbrush

with a thicker handle. She completed
a painting in ab




Anecdotal Records - A brief narrative of a specific
behavior that is recorded as a child is being observed.

"Bethany had challenges
using smaller
paintbrushes in the art
area. She became

frustrated at first, worked
through it, and created a
painting.’




Time Sampling - When you record the frequencyof a
behavior occurring over time (usually in one day).

11:05am
"Bethany threw the paintbrush
down twice during art time."

11:12am

"Bethany refused to complete her
painting and began crying.’




Event Sampling - Short observations of a child's
responses during a certain situation.

Wednesday

"In the art area, Bethany was
visibly upset with Silas and
asked a teacher for help.”




Work samples - A collection of children's work.




Photographs - Photos showing children working on

an activity, participatingin a lesson, or using new
skills.
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