
 

EARLY LEARNING STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES 
This document provides an overview of the implementation of early learning guidelines (ELGs) and 
current Web links to all State ELGs.  

Implementation of ELGs  
During the past decade, States have moved forward with initiatives to strengthen early childhood 
programming and emphasize greater accountability for child outcomes. One of those efforts has been the 
development of Early Learning Guidelines (ELG). As states have worked to implement ELGs and 
integrate them into the broader early care and education system, the way that they are developed, 
conceived and defined or classified has shifted. In fact, the Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge 
(RTT-ELC) program application uses the term “Early Learning and Development Standards” as one that 
is interchangeable with Early Learning Guidelines.  RTT-ELC defines Early Learning and Development 
Standards as “a set of expectations, guidelines, or developmental milestones that: 

■ Describe what all children from birth to kindergarten entry should know and be able to do and their 
disposition toward learning;  

■ Are appropriate for each age group (e.g., infants, toddlers, and preschoolers); for English learners; and 
for children with disabilities or developmental delays;  

■ Cover all Essential Domains of School Readiness; and 

■ Are universally designed and developmentally, culturally, and linguistically appropriate.” 

 
One of the priorities for the Office of Child Care is increasing the number of States that are implementing 
voluntary early learning guidelines that cover a range of domains across physical, cognitive, and social 
and emotional development, are incorporated into other parts of the child care system, and align with the 
standards for other sectors (such as, Head Start, prekindergarten, and K-12).  

Significant progress has been made in developing and implementing Early Learning Guidelines. All 56 
States and Territories have developed ELGs for preschool children, and virtually all have ELGs for infants 
and toddlers. With the development of the Common Core State Standards, there appears to be a trend 
among States to revise their ELGs and work to align them across age groups.  
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ELGs Available on the Web 
The following table provides the Web sites for ELGs from the States.  

State ELG Name and Web Site ELG Age 
Range 

Alabama Alabama Early Learning Guidelines  
http://dhr.alabama.gov/large_docs/aelg.pdf  

Birth to 5 
years 

Alaska Early Learning Guidelines (2007) 
https://education.alaska.gov/publications/earlylearningguidelines.pdf  

Birth to 5 
years 

Arizona Early Learning Standards (2013) 
http://www.azed.gov/early-childhood/files/2011/11/arizona-early-
learning-standards-3rd-edition.pdf     

3 to 5 years 

 Arizona’s Infant and Toddler Developmental Guidelines (Draft) 
http://www.azftf.gov/Documents/Arizona%20Infant%20and%20Toddler
%20Developmental%20Guidelines%20DRAFT%20for%20VETTING.pd
f  

Birth to 3 
years 

Arkansas Arkansas Framework for Infant and Toddler Care (2002) 
http://www.arkansas.gov/childcare/general/infantframework.pdf     

Birth to 3 
years 

 Arkansas Early Childhood Education Framework (2004) 
http://www.arkansas.gov/childcare/programsupport/pdf/aeceframwork.p
df     

3 to 5 years 

California California Infant/Toddler Learning & Development Foundations (2009) 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/itfoundations.asp  

Birth to 3 
years 

 California Preschool Learning Foundations, Volume 1 (2008) 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/psfoundations.asp  

3 to 5 years 

Colorado  Colorado Early Learning & Development Guidelines (2013) 
https://www.cde.state.co.us/early/eldgs   

Birth to 5 
years 
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State ELG Name and Web Site ELG Age 
Range 

Connecticut Guidelines for the Development of Infant and Toddler Early Learning 
http://www.ct.gov/dss/lib/dss/dss_early_learning_guidelines.pdf  

Birth to 3 
years 

 Connecticut Early Learning and Development Standards (2014) 
http://www.ct.gov/oec/lib/oec/earlycare/elds/ctelds.pdf   

Birth to 5 
years 

 Connecticut Preschool Assessment Framework (2005) 
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/PDF/DEPS/Early/Preschool_Assessm
ent_Framework.pdf 

3 to 5 years 

Delaware Delaware Infant and Toddler Early Learning Foundations: A Curriculum 
Framework (2006) 
http://www.dhss.delaware.gov/dms/epqc/birth3/files/deinfant_0211.pdf  

Birth to 3 
years 

 Early Learning Foundations for School Success (2003) 
https://dieecpd.org/static/uploads/files/elfpreschool9-10.pdf  

3 to 5 years 

District of 
Columbia 

Early Learning Standards: Infants, Toddlers, and Pre-Kindergarten 
(2008) 
http://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/publication/attachmen
ts/521_Early_Learning_Standards.pdf  

Birth to 5 
years 

Florida Florida Early Learning and Developmental Standards (2010)   
http://flbt5.floridaearlylearning.com/     

Birth to 4 
years 

 Florida Early Learning and Developmental Standards for Four-Year-
Olds (2011) 
http://flbt5.floridaearlylearning.com/BT5_Uploads/feldsfyo.pdf   

4-year-olds 

Georgia Georgia Early Learning and Development Standards (2013)  
http://www.gelds.decal.ga.gov/Default.aspx   

Birth to 5 
years 

 Georgia’s Pre-K Program Content Standards (Revised March 2009) 
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/Content_Standards.p
df   

4-year-olds 

Hawaii Hawaii Early Learning and Development Standards: Framework and 
Continuum from Birth to End of Kindergarten (April 2013) 
http://p3hawaii.org/sites/default/files/HELDS%20continuum%204_23_2
013.pdf  

Birth to 5 
years and 
older 

 Learning to Grow Developmental Guidelines for Infants, Toddlers, and 
Young Preschoolers (2011) 
http://uhfamily.hawaii.edu/publications/DevelopmentalGuidelinesAndEa
rlyLearningActivities.aspx   

Birth to 4 
years 
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State ELG Name and Web Site ELG Age 
Range 

Idaho Idaho Early Learning Guidelines (October 2008) 
http://www.healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/Portals/0/Unknown/123008%20
Cover%20Introduction%20and%20Framework%20with%20at%20a%20
glance%20tables.pdf  

Birth to 3rd 
Grade 

Illinois Illinois Early Learning and Development Standards for Preschool 
(2013) 
http://illinoisearlylearning.org/ields/ields.pdf    

3 to 5 years 

 Illinois Early Learning Guidelines for Children Birth to Age Three (2013) 
http://illinoisearlylearning.org/guidelines/guidelines.pdf  

Birth to 3 
years 

Indiana Foundations to the Indiana Academic Standards for Young Children 
from Birth to Age 5 (2006) 
http://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/curriculum/indianafoundations-
february-2012.pdf  

Birth to 5 
years 

Iowa Iowa Early Learning Standards (2012) 
http://www.state.ia.us/earlychildhood/files/early_learning_standarda/IEL
S_2013.pdf  

Birth to 5 
years 

Kansas Kansas Early Learning Standards: Building the Foundation for 
Successful Children (2014) 
http://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/Early%20Childhood/Early%20Learning%
20Standards/KsEarlyLearningStandards.pdf  

Birth to 5 
years 

Kentucky Building a Strong Foundation for School Success: Early Childhood 
Standards (2013) 
http://kidsnow.ky.gov/Improving-Early-
Care/Documents/Kentucky%20Early%20Childhood%20Standards.pdf  

Birth to 5 
years 

Louisiana Louisiana’s Early Learning Guidelines and Program Standards: Birth 
through Three (2005) 
http://www.dss.state.la.us/assets/docs/searchable/OFS/LAEarlyLearnin
gGuide.pdf  

Birth to 3 
years 

 Louisiana Standards for Programs Serving Four-Year-Old Children 
(2003) 
http://www.doe.state.la.us/lde/uploads/3014.pdf  

4-year-olds 
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State ELG Name and Web Site ELG Age 
Range 

Maine Supporting Maine’s Infants & Toddlers: Guidelines for Learning & 
Development (2006) 
http://www.maine.gov/earlylearning/standards/infantsandtoddlersguideli
nes.pdf   

Birth to 3 
years 

 State of Maine Early Childhood Learning Guidelines (2005) 
http://www.maine.gov/earlylearning/standards/early-childhood-learning-
guidelines.pdf   

3 to 5 years 

Maryland Guidelines for Healthy Child Development and Care For Young 
Children (Birth – Three Years of Age) (updated 2007) 
http://www.msde.maryland.gov/NR/rdonlyres/A3E8811A-2F7F-48C5-B26A-
F38921D586C7/13128/GuidelinesCombinedDocument_Revised2007.doc  

Birth to 3 
years 

 Maryland Model for School Readiness (2009) 
http://mdk12.msde.maryland.gov/instruction/ensure/mmsr/mmsrpkfram
eworkandstandards.pdf  

3 to 5 years 

Massachusetts Guidelines for Preschool Learning Experiences (2003)   
http://www.eec.state.ma.us/docs1/research_planning/guidelines4presc
hool.pdf  

3 to 5 years 

 Massachusetts Early Learning Guidelines for Infants and Toddlers 
(2010) 
http://www.eec.state.ma.us/docs1/Workforce_Dev/Layout.pdf  

Birth to 3 
years 

 Early Childhood Program Standards for Three and Four Year Olds 
(2003) 
www.eec.state.ma.us/docs1/research_planning/ta_earlychildprogstan.p
df 

3 to 4 years 

Michigan Michigan Early Childhood Standards of Quality for Infant and Toddler 
Programs (Revised March 2013) 
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/ECSQ_IT_approved_422341
_7.pdf  

Birth to 3 
years 

 Early Childhood Standards of Quality for Prekindergarten (2005) 
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/ECSQ_OK_Approved_42233
9_7.pdf  

3 to 5 years 

Minnesota Early Childhood Indicators of Progress: Minnesota’s Early Learning 
Guidelines for Birth to 3 (2007) 
http://parentawareratings.org/files/ECIP_Birth_to_3.pdf  

Birth to 3 
years 
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State ELG Name and Web Site ELG Age 
Range 

 Minnesota Early Childhood Indicators of Progress: Minnesota’s Early 
Learning Standards (2005) 
http://education.state.mn.us/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&d
DocName=005130&RevisionSelectionMethod=latest&Rendition=primar
y  

3 to 5 years 

Mississippi Mississippi Early Learning Guidelines  
For Three Year Olds: 
http://earlychildhood.msstate.edu/resources/curriculumforthree/index.ph
p 
For Four Year Olds: 
http://earlychildhood.msstate.edu/resources/curriculumforfour/index.php 

3 to 4 years 

 Mississippi Early Learning Guidelines For Infants and Toddlers (2010) 
http://msucares.com/childcare/elg/ms_it_elgs.pdf  

Birth to 3 
years 

Missouri Pre-K Standards (2009) 
https://dese.mo.gov/early-extended-learning/early-learning/missouri-
early-learning-standards  

3 to 5 years 

Montana Montana’s Early Learning Guidelines for Infants and Toddlers 
http://www.mtecp.org/pdfs/infanttoddlerelgs.pdf  

Birth to 3 
years 

 Montana Early Learning Standards (2014) 
http://opi.mt.gov/pdf/EarlyChildhood/14EarlyLearningStandards.pdf  

3 to 5 years 

Nebraska Early Learning Guidelines for Ages Birth to 3 (2006) 
http://www.education.ne.gov/oec/pubs/elg/b_3_english.pdf   

Birth to 3 
years 

 Nebraska’s Early Learning Guidelines for Ages 3 to 5 (2013) 
http://www.education.ne.gov/oec/pubs/elg/3_5_english.pdf  

3 to 5 years 

Nevada Nevada Pre-Kindergarten Content Standards (2010) 
http://www.nevadaregistry.org/fb_files/PreKStandards-FINAL.pdf  

3 to 5 years 

 Nevada Infant and Toddler Early Learning Guidelines DRAFT COPY 
(2011) 
http://www.nevadaregistry.org/fb_files/InfantToddlerGuidelinesDRAFTA
ugust2011.pdf  

Birth through 
3 years 

New Hampshire New Hampshire Early Childhood Standards 
http://education.nh.gov/instruction/curriculum/early_learning.htm  

Birth to 5 
years 

New Jersey Preschool Teaching & Learning Standards (2014) 
http://www.nj.gov/education/ece/guide/standards.pdf  

3 to 5 years 
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State ELG Name and Web Site ELG Age 
Range 

New Mexico New Mexico Early Learning Guidelines (2011)   
https://www.newmexicokids.org/content/caregivers_and_educators/res
ources/docs/Early_Learning_Guidelines_Birth_thru_Kindergarten.pdf     

Birth through 
Kindergarten 

New York New York State Early Learning Guidelines (2012) 
http://ccf.ny.gov/files/1913/9145/8901/Early_Learning_Guidelines_2013
.pdf   

Birth to 5 
years 

North Carolina Foundations: Early Learning Standards for North Carolina Preschoolers 
and Strategies for Guiding Their Success (2005) 
http://ncchildcare.nc.gov/pdf_forms/Foundations_BW_condensed.pdf   

3 to 5 years 

 Infant-Toddler Foundations (2008) 
http://ncchildcare.dhhs.state.nc.us/pdf_forms/dcd_infant_toddler_early_
foundations.pdf  

Birth to 3 
years 

North Dakota North Dakota Early Learning Guidelines for Children Ages Three 
Through Five Years 
http://www.nd.gov/dhs/info/pubs/docs/cfs/nd-early-learning-guidelines-
for-ages-3-thru-5.pdf  

3 to 5 years 

 Early Learning Guidelines 
http://www.nd.gov/dhs/info/pubs/docs/cfs/2009-08-earlylearning-birth-
3.pdf  

Birth to 3 
years 

Ohio Birth Through Kindergarten Entry Learning and Development 
Standards (2012) 
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Early-Learning/Early-Learning-
Content-Standards/Birth-Through-Pre_K-Learning-and-Development-
Stand   

Birth to 5 
years 

Oklahoma PASS Standards for Pre-Kindergarten (2003) 
http://sde.ok.gov/sde/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/C3%20Pass%20prek.pdf  

3 to 5 years 

 Early Learning Guidelines for Infants, Toddlers and Twos (2011) 
http://www.okdhs.org/OKDHS%20Publication%20Library/10-23.pdf  

Birth to 3 
years 
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Oregon Oregon Early Childhood Foundations: Ages Three to Five (2006) 
http://www.ode.state.or.us/superintendent/priorities/ready4school/3to5f
oundations.pdf  

3 to 5 years 

 Oregon Early Childhood Foundations - Birth to 3 (2007) 
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=1352  

Birth to 3 
years 

Pennsylvania 2009 Early Childhood Education Standards (2009)  
http://www.pakeys.org/pages/get.aspx?page=career_standards  

Birth to 5 
years 

Rhode Island Rhode Island Early Learning and Development Standards (2013) 
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Instruction-and-
Assessment-World-Class-Standards/Early-
Childhood/ELDS/2013_Early_Learning_and_Development_Standards.
pdf   

9 months to 5 
years 

South Carolina Good Start, Grow Smart Early Learning Standards (2009) 
https://ed.sc.gov/scdoe/assets/file/programs-
services/64/documents/EarlyLearningGoodStart.pdf  

3 to 5 years 

 South Carolina’s Infant & Toddler Guidelines (2008) 
http://www.sc.edu/childrenscenter/doc/SCInfantToddlerGuidelines.pdf  

Birth to 3 
years 

South Dakota South Dakota Early Learning Guidelines 
https://doe.sd.gov/oess/documents/HEADSTART_EarlyLearningGuideli
nes.pdf   

3 to 5 years 

Tennessee Tennessee Early Childhood Early Learning Developmental Standards 
http://www.tennessee.gov/education/ci/earlychildhood/index.shtml   

Birth to 5 
years 

Texas Prekindergarten Curriculum Guidelines (2008) 
http://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=214
7499575&libID=2147499572  

3 to 5 years 

Utah Prekindergarten Guidelines (2013) 
http://www.schools.utah.gov/CURR/preschoolkindergarten/Core/Strateg
iesActivities.aspx  

4-year-olds 

 Utah’s Early Learning Guidelines 
http://jobs.utah.gov/occ/occ2/forproviders/early_childhood.pdf  

Birth to 3 
years 
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http://www.ode.state.or.us/superintendent/priorities/ready4school/3to5foundations.pdf
http://www.ode.state.or.us/superintendent/priorities/ready4school/3to5foundations.pdf
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=1352
http://www.pakeys.org/pages/get.aspx?page=career_standards
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Instruction-and-Assessment-World-Class-Standards/Early-Childhood/ELDS/2013_Early_Learning_and_Development_Standards.pdf
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Instruction-and-Assessment-World-Class-Standards/Early-Childhood/ELDS/2013_Early_Learning_and_Development_Standards.pdf
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Instruction-and-Assessment-World-Class-Standards/Early-Childhood/ELDS/2013_Early_Learning_and_Development_Standards.pdf
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Instruction-and-Assessment-World-Class-Standards/Early-Childhood/ELDS/2013_Early_Learning_and_Development_Standards.pdf
https://ed.sc.gov/scdoe/assets/file/programs-services/64/documents/EarlyLearningGoodStart.pdf
https://ed.sc.gov/scdoe/assets/file/programs-services/64/documents/EarlyLearningGoodStart.pdf
http://www.sc.edu/childrenscenter/doc/SCInfantToddlerGuidelines.pdf
https://doe.sd.gov/oess/documents/HEADSTART_EarlyLearningGuidelines.pdf
https://doe.sd.gov/oess/documents/HEADSTART_EarlyLearningGuidelines.pdf
https://doe.sd.gov/oess/documents/HEADSTART_EarlyLearningGuidelines.pdf
http://www.tennessee.gov/education/ci/earlychildhood/index.shtml
http://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=2147499575&libID=2147499572
http://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=2147499575&libID=2147499572
http://www.schools.utah.gov/CURR/preschoolkindergarten/Core/StrategiesActivities.aspx
http://www.schools.utah.gov/CURR/preschoolkindergarten/Core/StrategiesActivities.aspx
http://jobs.utah.gov/occ/occ2/forproviders/early_childhood.pdf


Early Learning Standards and Guidelines (No. 075) February 2016 

State ELG Name and Web Site ELG Age 
Range 

Vermont Vermont Early Learning Standards Guiding the Development and 
Learning of Children Entering Kindergarten (2015) 
http://education.vermont.gov/documents/edu-early-education-vels.pdf     

3 to 5 years 

 Vermont’s Framework of Standards and Learning Opportunities (2013) 
http://education.vermont.gov/documents/framework.pdf  

Includes pre-
k to 4th Grade 

Virginia Virginia’s Milestones of Child Development (2008) 
http://www.earlychildhood.virginia.gov/documents/milestones.pdf  

Birth to 5 
years 

Washington Washington State Early Learning and Development Guidelines: (2012) 
http://www.del.wa.gov/publications/development/docs/guidelines.pdf  

Birth through 
3rd Grade 

West Virginia West Virginia Early Learning Standards Framework: Content Standards 
and Learning Criteria for Pre-Kindergarten 
https://wvde.state.wv.us/oel/docs/earlylearning_standardsframework_br
ochureWEB.pdf  

3 to 5 years 

 West Virginia Early Learning Standards Framework: Infant Toddler 
http://www.wvearlychildhood.org/resources/WV_Early_Learning_Stand
ards_Framework_Infant_Toddler.pdf 

Birth to 3 
years 

Wisconsin Wisconsin Model Early Learning Standards (2011) 
http://www.collaboratingpartners.com/documents/WMELSUPDATEELfi
nal_000.pdf  

Birth to 1st 
Grade 

Wyoming Wyoming Early Childhood Readiness Standards (2002) 
http://edu.wyoming.gov/Libraries/Standards/Standards_2003_Early_Chi
ldhood_Readiness.sflb.ashx  

3 to 5 years 
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http://education.vermont.gov/documents/edu-early-education-vels.pdf
http://education.vermont.gov/documents/framework.pdf
http://www.earlychildhood.virginia.gov/documents/milestones.pdf
http://www.del.wa.gov/publications/development/docs/guidelines.pdf
https://wvde.state.wv.us/oel/docs/earlylearning_standardsframework_brochureWEB.pdf
https://wvde.state.wv.us/oel/docs/earlylearning_standardsframework_brochureWEB.pdf
http://www.wvearlychildhood.org/resources/WV_Early_Learning_Standards_Framework_Infant_Toddler.pdf
http://www.wvearlychildhood.org/resources/WV_Early_Learning_Standards_Framework_Infant_Toddler.pdf
http://www.collaboratingpartners.com/documents/WMELSUPDATEELfinal_000.pdf
http://www.collaboratingpartners.com/documents/WMELSUPDATEELfinal_000.pdf
http://edu.wyoming.gov/Libraries/Standards/Standards_2003_Early_Childhood_Readiness.sflb.ashx
http://edu.wyoming.gov/Libraries/Standards/Standards_2003_Early_Childhood_Readiness.sflb.ashx



